
Village of Three Oaks Planning Commission 
March 3, 2020   
Meeting Minutes 
 

1. Call to Order:  at 7:00 PM by Chair, Gene Svebakken. 

Roll Call:  Present: Svebakken, Woerdehoff, Heemstra, Smith, and Hernandez. 
                                Absent: Wisner. Arrived at 7:05 p.m. 
  

2. Recognition of visitors and public attendees. 

3. Motion by Newquist, seconded by Heemstra, to approve the February 4, 2020, meeting minutes.             
All ayes. No nays.                      MOTION CARRIED. 

 
4. Motion by Woerdehoff, seconded by Hernandez, to approve the agenda.     All ayes. No nays.        

MOTION CARRIED 
 

5. There is no Village Manager and the Zoning Board of Appeals hasn’t met recently. The Village 
Council had nothing to report. 

 
6. Motion by Heemstra, seconded by Smith, to close the Planning Commission meeting and open 

the Public Hearing. The Public Hearing on the proposed Zoning Ordinance Amendment was 
opened at 7:04 p.m. Tom Flint ask, and was given, the definition of a Recreational Vehicle. The 
motion was made to close the Public Hearing by Smith, seconded by Heemstra. The Public Hearing 
closed at 7:10 p.m.     All ayes. No nays.             MOTION CARRIED. 

 
7. Unfinished business:  

a. Proposed Ordinance revision regarding Schedule of Fees. The escrow requirement 
revision would require a Public Hearing. Woerdehoff questioned the necessity of the 
revision and Newquist stated that it would give the Village more flexibility. Motion by 
Heemstra, seconded by Hernandez, to schedule a Public Hearing for the April meeting. All 
ayes. No nays.                           MOTION CARRIED.  

 
b. Preliminary report from Committee regarding Short-Term rentals. Newquist is meeting with 

a property management firm on Thursday morning. She also reported that currently in the 
Village there are 3 rooms to rent, 3 lofts, 2 Commercial B & B’s and 28 short-term vacation 
rental properties  which represents only 4% of Single-family residential homes. The Treasurer 
provided her with a preliminary long-term rental report. At 90 properties, it represents 11% 
of residential properties. The question was ask whether to impose limitations; at what 
percentage? Both Journeyman and Froehlich’s said that places to stay are imperative to their 
business but no one wants the Village to turn into a “transient community”. Also, there is are 
two (2) pieces of legislation regarding short-term rentals pending. One is favor of no 
restrictions on rentals, which takes the decision-making process away from the Village, while 
the other one is in favor of imposing restrictions. 

 
c. Marijuana Committee follow-up: The Chair stated that the report would be tabled by Council 

until the April meeting. The members of the Marijuana Committee stated that a lot of time 



and effort went into the report and they have been told on two separate occasions that the 
report would be acted upon at the March Council meeting. As Council Appointee, Newquist 
will look into reasons behind tabling the report.  

 
8. New business: None  

 
9. Public comment: None  

 
10. Comments from Members: Concerns were raised again regarding Family Dollar’s strobe-light and 

parking lot. The Treasurer advised that the Interim Manager will be sending a stronger, more 
forceful letter to the owner. They are in violation of a Village Ordinance and if they neglect to 
correct the violation, fines will be imposed. Public attendee, Tom Flint, felt that the Village should 
take some action to protect the residents (ie: placement of cones around potholes, use of caution 
tape, etc.) 
 

11. Motion by Smith, seconded by Heemstra, to adjourn the meeting at 7:37 p.m. 
 


